Creating a personalised homepage with iGoogle and RSS feeds
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About iGoogle =T
This activity demonstrates how to create a customised [ —————
homepage, so that stories, news feeds and items of
relevance are immediately pulled onto the first page that
is displayed in your browser. This activity requires a ‘
Google account to create a Google personalised homepage. e —
Similar techniques can be applied to services offered by
Microsoft - the activities specified here are specific to
iGoogle. Figure 1

Note

It is the nature of Web Browser based services to change very rapidly. These screenshots
were current on 20/2/2011, but it is entirely possible that the interface
may differ over time. Sin nwin your

Google Account

Email: |

One ex: pat@example.com

Password:

Use a modern browser to navigate to www.google.com/ig . This page is the  Stay signed n
(Signin)

default customisable Google homepage (figure 1). If you haven’t signed in, —
use the sign in link (typically in the top right-hand corner - figure 2) =

Don't have a Google Account?
Create an account now
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s i , Tue Eachitem (gadget or feed) on the page has its own
. FEB  rectangle, with a banner at the top indicating its name and a small
8 4 1 number of icons that can be used to control the gadget (figure 3).

Move each gadget around the page by hovering the mouse over the
banner and using a click and drag motion. To see/edit the settings
Figure 3 for a gadget or feed, use the down-arrow icon (figure 4) - try
changing the settings for the clock gadget (figure 5).

The other icon in the banner will
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Three — adding a customised RSS feed

RSS feeds (Really Simple Syndication) are a common web feed
format used on sites to export (typically) the title, a summary and
a link to an original story or text piece (figure 6). Sites that
support RSS use an icon (figure 7) to signify that they provide a
feed that may be used to extract the content onto other sites.

RSS feeds can be used in dedicated feed reader software (that
can be downloaded and installed) or online through the browser
- iGoogle allows RSS feeds to be encapsulated through a gadget

onto the personalised home page.

There are two ways to add a feed (the browser may force the use of one or the other of

these)

* (lick on the RSS link on a page and follow the instructions (Firefox)

* Copy the feed and create the gadget in iGoogle

Firefox example: In a new tab in the browser,
navigate to http://www.digg.com and look for the RSS
icon. Clicking on the icon should show an option to
subscribe to the feed - use the Subscribe Now button,

and choose to add the feed to your iGoogle homepage.

Safari example: In a new tab in the browser, navigate
to http://www.digg.com and look for the RSS icon.
Clicking on the icon will switch to RSS view (figure 9).

Highlight and copy the feed URL in the address bar of
the browser - which for planet retail is something like

feed://www.planetretail.net/rss/dailynewssummary

Return to iGoogle and select the add feed link (figure
10), then click on the Add feed or gadget link (figure
11) - paste the URL into the box - important - you

BBC News - Home

Mass protest fills central Cairo
1 February 2011 20:39

Egyptian protesters hold a massive rally in the capital, Cairo, &

Millions clog crime map website
1 February 2011 16:44

A new crime-mapping website for England and Wales is exper
Office says.

Warning over 7/7 bomb ingredient
1 February 2011 18:55

The main ingredient in the bombs used on 7/7 is easier to bu'
attacks says.

New PM for Jordan amid protests
1 February 2011 20:13
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Rising food prices nearing danger point: World Bank

Soaring food, fuel and other basic costs have been one of the key factors driving political unrest across the Middle
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digg.com: Top News

10 fake ‘Simpsons’ words that belong in the dictionary

Guyism.com discusses 10 words from The Simpsons like 'Kwyjibo', ‘Car Hole', and ‘Craptacular' that should have
their rightful place in the dictionary. Read more

Rift: The game to take the MMORPG throne?

Like itor hate it, there is no denying that the MMORPG genre is completely dominated by one game: World of
Warcraft. In terms of critical reception, commercial success and influence on popular culture, World of Warcraft is
here to stay reigning from its lofty throne. Yet, with the introduction of Trion World's upcoming Rift, this reign of
terror may soon be challenged. Read more

This Just In - President Obama Is an American Citizen
President Obama is neither a foreigner nor a Muslim. These facts do not seem to matter in many quadrants of
the Republican Party. Read more...

Rising food prices nearing danger point: World Bank

Soaring food, fuel and other basic costs have been one of the key factors driving political unrest across the
Middle East and North Africa which has..... Read more
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may need to change the start of the URL from feed:// to http:// to make the feed work

Finance £) Add feed or gadget | I3 el
Sports —
. . Y
Lifestyle Type or paste the URL below: D

Technology http:// Add
by Google Information for Feed owners - Developers

() Add feed or gadget
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Exercise Add a feed for another IT news site - www.slashdot.org .-
+ Home

o
. . . Edit this tab
Four — Organising iGoogles tabs Upd Share this tab |

You can organise the tabs (the links shown on the left of the page), adding, Frié Add atab
renaming or deleting tabs by categories of your choice. Use the arrow-down
icon and Add a tab to create a tab called IT News (figure 12)

= Chat

Search contacts...

Move the IT based feeds off the original home tab and onto the new IT News Figure 12
tab by grabbing the banner at the top of the feed and dragging / dropping it

onto the IT News tab.
Add feeds for two other retail sites

* http://arstechnica.com
* http:// www.theregister.co.uk

Then change each of the feeds so that 9 news items are displayed in each one (hint - use edit

settings in each feed individually). When finished it should look something like figure 13

The Register

Oracle looks for love at Java DevJam

UK set top maker set to gain from Latin America
pay TV surge

Watson? Commercial — not super — computer

Reg Hardware Reviews Digest

Mio Navman V575 TV satnav and Freeview
tuner

Radiohead surprises fans with early online
album release

Obama woos Masters of the (Tech) Universe
[¥] Death by 30% cut: Apple app tax must change

[# Google 'Arctic Sea' — Chrome native code.
ahoy!

digg.com: Top News

[¥ Apple could be working on
television
A new job listing says the
company's looking for people
who know about power supply
for, among other gadgets,
televisions. Could the Apple TV...

[+ Regardless of your opinion about the protesting
workers in Wisconsin | know one thing that will

Figure 13

Ars Technica
Feature: Black ops: how /
HBGary wrote backdoors for ]

the government i

On November 16, 2009, Greg

Hoglund, a cofounder of computer security firm
HBGary, sent an e-mail to two colleagues. The
message came with an...

Feature: Ask Ars: How should my organization
approach the IPv6 transition?

Week in gaming: video game Grammy,
PlayStation Phone, MvC 3

Week in Apple: iPhone symbols, how do they
work!?

Week in tech: Anonymous speaks

Week in science: buckyballs and antilasers

Navigating the US National Broadband Map

iPhone may get cheaper, but not smaller

Rift open beta shows strong combat,
customization. .. rifts

Slashdot

Will Google Oppose DRM On HTMLS Video?

Iceland Evyes Liquid Magma As Energy Source

The Inner World of Gov-Sponsored White-Hat
Hacking

Feds Pay Millions For Bogus Spy Software

Police Chief Teaches Parents To Keylog Kids

Milky Way Stuffed With an Estimated 50 Billion
Alien Worlds

Can Android Without Dalvik Avoid Oracle's
Wrath?

[¥] EBI Complains About Wiretapping Difficulties
Due To Web Services

Industry IT Security Certification Proposed

Five — creating a specific RSS feed on a specific news topic
Google allows RSS feeds to be created on any stories which it indexes as part of its news
search, which can be particularly useful when studying current news around some event or

organisation. To do this select Google News and search for news on a particular IT subject (for
example Social Network).

At the very bottom of the page is an RSS icon, which will turn this search into a dedicated RSS
feed which can be added to your

other feeds (figure 14).

GO )O00000( ;JSIC »

12345678910 Next

Search (and add) an RSS feed for an
IT subject that you wish to follow.

The selection and placement of stories on this page ram. The time or date displayed refiects when an

BRSS Give us feedback

Search Help

Figure 14



